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| arPresident Reagan will ask-House

. Speaker_Jim Wright to schedule a
vote this week on a new aid package
for the Nicaraguan resistance in a

~last-ditch bid to save the rebels from
a “disastrous” situation, said White
House Chief of Staff Howard Baker.

{ .. “Whatswe're doing.right now is

. witnessing the unraveling of the
Contras,'.’;said Mr. Baker in an inter-
view Fnday with The Washington

f 'Txmes “Unless we get aid for;them

i rti"”“‘ o = i3 aiees
L _pretty” soon, 1ts gomg to be dxsas-
trous.. =~ - -

“And it’s gomg to, be:laid at the

i1 doorstep of Congress for refusing to
:g0 forward with aid,” he said:- 3
-i#aIn a: wide-ranging interview, Mr.
‘Baker: also said, Mr.:Reagan would
nonzbemnder,:pressure,{to sign'¥an
>:arins; reduction treaty; ‘at the;May

rmeetmgi ins. Most:owuwnhx Sov1et .
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. ;% -

‘ Hiy"The: -pre31dent has'made it clear
that he is not going to Moscow tunder

| pressure to complete any partxcular

ruidergaldng, a0d, cetainly (ot 0.
* force: the complenon L of 4 a.strategic .
arrgs streaty . [START] Mr Baker
sai

1. “While it is possxble that we could

, have ,a START treaty ready for 'sig-

1] nature in Moscow, it is not hkely, '»he.

saids 550 " i35, 4y T A ' e
e ‘On other matters, Mr Baker sa;d
s ‘e Mf. Reagan will femain. neut;'al
;in,the presidential race until'z after.

[ the New. Orleans Repubhcan
vention_in August and He. wxll‘ not

| only! actwely campaxgn vfox;_“ e.Re~r
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President

+ ipublican presxdennal nominee but )
‘also will help GOP candidates in key..{
congressional racestad 1 Fanin

;,t() v

for: new. Votea,on‘

'.nim‘r -, ; a7 ','.;"'
"‘ . ']
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. eWhen, the Moscow summit is
over, Mr. Reagan will travel to Brus-

‘sels, Belgitim; to discuss the meet-
fly to ‘London ‘to’ consult British

® The Soviets are “not being very
helpful” about the U.N. resolution
+ calling for an arms embargo against
Iran and Iraq. He said the United

. States has“no good indications” that

the Soviets will join the rest of the
Security, Council to pass the arms
embargo now that China has sig-
naled its support for the measure, . g

test at the summit the Soviet supply
of sophisticated arms to Nicaragua’s
Marxist government. “He will point .
out_that, their; contmuatmn of. sup-

port for' the Sandinistas i$ an obsta’®

cle to further improvement in the
relations between the,US and the

" Soviet Union -+ .-

Therebels battlmg the Sandtms
“regime l;q‘re beéh: Srithout U. S"a§s’1§fi‘
tance since, thed IaSQmstallment of s,
short-term,” non-lethal axd ran"iiut
Feb. 29+~ --

B L

isional 1éaders tomortow and will ap-"¥
peal to them to schedule a vote'on a +
new aid package for the resistance

. this week. .

“Itis urgently important that the _
House -leadership -and the Senate
leadership considet the plight ¢ of the
freedom fighters, consider that fime

" is running out and that action must

be undertaken,” Mr, Baker said.
The presidentyy ‘will talkL‘to the )
speaker [Mr anht]" about a bi-",

.partlsan aid package for the Contras 2

e that can bi %oted ‘o "this week* Mr
. Baker. said. ...

[ % e

SR T R TR

P, )

- ing with, the NAI‘O.Ieaders and then
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. "

® He expected Mr Reagan to pro-' -

{ Mr. Baker said MrgReagan 1s"
~ scheduled, to meet with congres- ;

erghﬁ “
ontra aid

“Time is going to runout,” Mn Ba-
- ker said. “We are trying very hard to
put together a package that will en-
Joy not only unanimous bipartisan
:*support, but that can be dealt with
quickly and salvage a very bad
' situation that has resulted from the

refusal of the House” to approve

more aid.
Last month, the House voted
219-211 to reject Mr. Reagans re-
'"quest for $36 million in aid to the
| resistance. That package included
{ $3.6 million in lethal assistance.

Earlier this month, the House also

} voted 216-208 to reject a $30 million

aid bill — offered by Mr. Wright and
! other House Democratic leaders as
an alternative to the president’s
. package — that would have provided
' about $16 million in purely humani-
» tanan aid for the rebels. .
~.House Democratic leaders have ‘
“been cool to the idea'of another vote
on, rebel aid since their aiternative
bill‘was defeated.’’Any"further, aid
probably will be considered under
normal, time-consuming congres-
sional procedures rather than expe-
dited procedures, the Democratic
leaders said.
A7ME s Wright “lastt fweek said that
“there is a weariness with the Contra
issue” in Congress.
+  He also warned a group of sen-
-ators who are trying to draft their
L own aid bill that procedural road-
"blocks may be in their way, since the
- Constitution gives the House, not the
Senate, the power to appropnate '
money.

Republicans have been con51der-
- ing a $2 billion fiscal 1988 supple-
" mental appropriations bill — most of
~which is earmarked for the Veterans’
Administration — as the next poss_l-
ble vehicle for a_Contra aid |
‘amendment. ]

e Jennifer Spevacek contributed

to this report.
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